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There was little gold in the hills of Sarajevo for Americans, and we’ll have to wait another four years for Americans to do better.  In the meantime, we must train our youth in winter sports.

Almost without exception, Litchfield County public schools teach their students summer sports in the winter at least by Olympic standards.  Basketball, indoor soccer, gymnastics, swimming, all standard county winter fare, are all Olympic summer sports.

Litchfield county is famed for the beauty of its outdoors.  Yet as soon as a little cold comes, we take our children indoors and keep them there all winter.

No wonder we can’t do better in the winter games.  The county is a winter sports paradise.  Three skiing areas, scores of frozen lakes, seven full-size artificial rinks (Manhattan has two) and a nationally known ski jump area in Salisbury.

But where are the high school hockey, skiing and skating teams?  Look in vain; all the kids are indoors.

There is active youth hockey in the county, some youth skiing, and the prep schools are famed for the quality of their winter sports.  All of that, however, is privately supported.  Until the public schools in the northern areas of our country get their kids outdoors, we will always do second best in the winter Olympics.
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